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BA + Honours in 
Socio-Informatics

Lots (and lots) of research 
and writing…

Look for digital solutions 
to create a better 
research workflow.



THE TOOLS OF THE TRADE

MACBOOK 
(BUT A PC SHOULD ALSO WORK 

WELL)

IPAD + STYLUS 
(BUT AN ANDROID TABLET 

SHOULD ALSO WORK WELL)



Collect information	


and capture thoughts

Review and manage literature	


and previous research

Structure thoughts and	


do research planning

Write essays, papers, reports, etc.



Collect information	


and capture thoughts

Review and manage literature	


and previous research

Structure thoughts and	


do research planning

Write essays, papers, reports, etc.



1. EASY AND EFFECTIVE NOTE-TAKING IN 
LECTURES AND CONVERSATIONS

NOTABILITY: $4,99 on the Apple App Store [link] 

Lets me quickly make well-structured notes, drawings 
and recordings while I’m listening to a speaker.

https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8


2. EASY SOURCE MANAGEMENT AND 
EFFORTLESS REFERENCING

FIREFOX with ZOTERO: FREE from Mozilla.org [link] and Zotero.org [link] 

Lets me find, capture, store and reference journal articles, 
books, websites, and more.

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/
https://www.zotero.org/download/


3. SIMPLE MIND-MAPPING TO SUMMARISE 
AND PLAN WRITING

ITHOUGHTS: $9,99 on the Apple App Store [link] 

Lets me make mind-maps to effectively summarise 
articles and plan the structure of my own writing.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ithoughts-mindmap/id866786833?mt=8


4. EASY ANNOTATION OF RESEARCH 
MATERIAL ON THE GO

GOODREADER: $4,99 on the Apple App Store [link] 

Lets me organise, read and annotate articles on my iPad, 
allowing me to work on my research wherever I go.

https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/goodreader-for-ipad/id363448914?mt=8


5. MINIMALIST ACADEMIC WRITING

SUBLIME TEXT: FREE from SublimeText.com [link] 

Lets me write my thesis without distractions, while 
giving me powerful tools to write and reference.

http://www.sublimetext.com/


HOW APPS MAKE ME A BETTER 
STUDENT RESEARCHER: A BIRD’S EYE VIEW

1. Easy and effective note-taking in lectures and conversations  
(iPad app: Notability)	



2. Easy source management and effortless referencing  
(Mac/PC apps: Firefox + Zotero)	



3. Simple mind-mapping to summarise and plan writing 
(iPad app: iThoughts)	



4. Easy annotation of research material on the go  
(iPad app: GoodReader)	



5. Minimalist academic writing  
(Mac/PC app: Sublime Text + Mac’s built-in voiceover)



THE RESULT OF THESE 
TOOLS AND APPS?

Happy me!


