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THE TOOLS OF THE TRADE

IPAD + STYLUS

(BUT AN ANDROID TABLET
SHOULD ALSO WORK WELL)




Collect information Review and manage literature
and capture thoughts and previous research
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“A Structure thoughts and A"
do research planning
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Write essays, papers, reports, etc.






| EASY AND EFFECTIVE NOTE-TAKING N
LECTURES AND CONVERSATIONS

NOTABILITY: $4,99 on the Apple App Store [link]
Lets me quickly make well-structured notes, drawings

and recordings while I'm listening to a speaker.
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Issues with modeling:
« Can model complex systems, but not complex adaptive systems

Moontlike struktuur: __}—— s
* Intro 3= Flea

« Background =

* Theory S

+ Method =]

+ Analysis/results

it 1S

N



https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8

Zotero

v chrome: //zotero/comtent /1ab, xul

ASY SOURCE MANAGEMENT AN
-FFORTLESS REFERENCING

FIREFOX with ZOTERO: FREE from Mozilla.org [link] and Zotero.org [link]
Lets me find, capture, store and reference [OUFRIFEIRAGIES

books, websites, and more.
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3. SIMPLE MIND-MAPPING 1O SUMMARIS

AN

D PLAN WRITING

ITHOUGHTS: $9,99 on the Apple App Store [link]
Lets me make mind-maps to effectively summarise

articles and plan the structure of my own writing.

1. Introduction
Logic of Consequence (B&M) ()
2. Approaches to decision making: a dichotomy ()
Logic of Appropriateness (March) ()

Decision 1 from rule-following perspective

3. Analysis of decisions ()

Decision 5 (LoC) from both perspectives ()



https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ithoughts-mindmap/id866786833?mt=8

4. EASY ANNOTATION OF RESEARCH
MATERIAL ON THE GO

GOODREADER: $4,99 on the Apple App Store [link]
Lets me organise, read and annotate articles on my iPaq,

y  allowing me to work on my research wherever | go.
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What are the key leverage points that influence user participation in a blog-based social network?

In additition to the main question, the study will address three sub-questions:

1. What are the factors that influence user participation in a blog-based social network — and how are they

related?
2. What interventions may be considered to target the key leverage point(s) identified?

3. What are the specific features of the case that may enhance or inhibit the general applicability of its

findings to other blog-based social networks?

-
— Add nore £ 0 Aj

5 Research design ‘/(7 \0(00\

Nllmlml to in the “Research problem™ section, there seems to be a diversity of approaches to increasing user

participation in online social networks. It is arguably the case that approaches to the issue will depend on the

paradigm with which the social network is understood. This study will attempt to understand a blog-based social

network from a systems thinking paradigm, to (1) frame the case as a complex system governed by feedback

loops, wherein the impact of interventions cannot simply be understood in terms of direct, linear causality and



https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/goodreader-for-ipad/id363448914?mt=8

5. MINIMALIST ACADEMIC WRITING

SUBLIME TEXT: FREE from SublimeText.com [link]

Lets me write my thesis without distractions, while

-

Sublime Text 2 File Edit Selection Find View GCoto Tools Project Window Help : @ Fri25)ul 18:08 100x&F Q

Secondly, as already evident from the definitions above, a further essential feature of the overarching concept is the fact that the platform for social
interaction is an \textit{online, web-based artifact}. Based on a review of nine previous definitions of "virtual community’, [2){lee_virtual_2002}
remark that " "all of the definitions state that the virtual community should be on the net, use computer-mediated spaces, or cyberspace".
Consequently, they define “virtual community’ as ~ " \textit{a technology-supported cyberspace}, centered upon \textiticommunication and interaction}
of participants, resulting in a relationship being built up"” [own emphasis).

Lastly and perhaps most importantly, all of the definitions examined emphasise social interaction between individuals and, by implication, \textit{the
existence of some form of a social network}. Only two of the six terms identified earlier, namely “virtual communities' and “online communities’, do
not explicitly emphasise this fact. The only hurdle to including "social network’ in the overarching definition that this section tries to formulate, then, is
the relationship between the concepts of “community’ and “social network’, or put otherwise: the question of whether all virtual or online communities
are, by nature, online-facilitated social networks. While this relationship has received relatively little attention in the literature, {
zhang_feeling_2010} seems to regard online~facilitated social networks as a subset of virtual communities in general. However, the concept of
“community’ necessarily implies the existence of some form of social network --~ or " " partially overlapping networks of relationships" --~ binding
individuals together {erickson_social_1997}. [explain sociological definition of “social network' and explain why it necessarily applies to virtual
communities?] For this reason, it is valid to include the concept of "social network' in the overarching definition of the phenomenon studied in the
aforementioned research.

From the literature, then, it is evident that all of the studies examined, directly or indirectly, social networks centered around web-based platforms.
However, the terms used above are not all equally effective at capturing this fact. "Virtual community’, although widely used, fails to explicitly highlight
the web-based nature of these communities. Furthermore, “virtual' is an ambiguous term and obscures the fact that the social networks that these
communities support, are very much rooted in \textit{real} relationships between \textit{real} individuals. In this regard, (150}
ellis_community_2004} assert that ~ "virtual communities do not exist in some strange, alternative world" and that they are rather ~ "part of the
continuum of an individual’'s ner<onal community” "Online community' avoide the nitfalle ereated by the term “virtual' but "community’ i€ a loaded

oiving me powerful tools to write and reference.



http://www.sublimetext.com/

HOW APPS MAKE ME A BET TER
STUDENT RESEARCHER: A BIRD'S EYE VIEW

|. Easy and effective note-taking in lectures and conversations
(IPad app: Notabllity)

2. Easy source management and effortless referencing
(Mac/PC apps: Firefox + Zotero)

3. Simple mind-mapping to summarise and plan writing
(IPad app: iThoughts)

4. Easy annotation of research material on the go
(IPad app: GoodReader)

5. Minimalist academic writing
(Mac/PC app: Sublime Text + Mac’s built-in voiceover)




THE RESULT OF THESE
TOOLS AND APPS?

“ ™ Happy me!



