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ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the research methods and methodologies employed by South African
sociological researchers when conducting research, as published in acaderic peer-reviewed
journals during the period of 1990 to 2009. Specific attention was given to trends in terms of
qualitative and quantitative methodologies emploved, as well as sampling, data collection and
data analysis methods utilised. The paper addresses, amongst others, the concern expressed in
the literature that an over-emphasis on one approach 1s unhealthy for the development of the
social sciences in a country; this paper explores whether such an over-emphasis occurred. Data
were obtained from a stratified, systematic sample of 111 research articles sourced from various
online databases, and both cross-sectional and longitudinal analvses were conducted. Data
analysis primanly involved the use of descriptive statistics, but bivanate analysis and chi-square
tests were also employed. The main findings of the research are that, from 1990 to 2009, both
quantitative and qualitative methodologies were employed to an equal extent, while amongst
sampling methods non-probability methods predominated. Both local and international
collaboration increased over the years, and a quantitative methodology was sigmficantly more
likely 1f international collaborators were involved.
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ABSTRACT

This article reviews the research methods and methodologies employed by
South African sociological researchers when conducting research, as published
in academic peer-reviewed journals during the period of 1990 to 2009. Specific
attention was given to trends in terms of gualitative and guantitative methodologies
employed, as well as sampling, data collection and data analysis methods utilised.
The article addresses, among others, the concern expressed in the literature that
an over-emphasis on one approach is unhealthy for the development of the social
sciences in a country; and it explores whether such an over-emphasis occurred.
Data were obtained from a stratified, systematic sample of 111 research articles
sourced from various online databases, and both cross-sectional and longitudinal
analyses were conducted. Data analysis primarily involved the use of descriptive
statistics, but bivariate analysis and chi-square tests were also employed. The main
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Green Open Access

- Journals give authors the opportunity to self-

archive a copy of their research in an
accredited instifutional or subject repository.

- Most subscription journals and major
publishers do allow self-archiving of post-prints,
sometimes after an embargo period between
6 to 24 months after publication.




SUNScholar institutional repository

- Digital archive for access to, and

preservation of an institution’s research
output

- Contain theses, dissertations, articles,
conference papers and 1o a lesser extent
ook chapters

- Peer reviewed research output
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Benefits of self-archiving

- Potential OA citation advaniage:

“Cited more because they are read more™ (Davis et al, 2008)

“Increased visibility franslates into increased opportunity for
attracting citations” (Ale Ebrahim et al, 2014)

“Correlation between OA and more citations” (Niyazov et al, 2016)



Benefits of self-archiving

- Access denial problem:

Researchers at institutions are denied access to artficles published in
journals because their institutions cannot afford expensive

subscriptions 1o these journals



How to self-archive

- Library’s responsibilifies:

-Manage submissions on the repository

-Address copyright and related issues

-Create metadata (for optimal discoverability of output)
-Ensure that submissions are harvested by search engines

-Ensure long-term preservation



How to self-archive

- 3 OplichEs

-Register as submitter on SUNScholar by sending email to

-Faculty or branch librarians

-Digital Scholarship office | )
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