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GOOGLE SCHOLAR

Use advanced search.



Google Scholar Settings



Type  
“Stellenbosch University”

and SAVE





Kopernio

To find the PDF of an article (if available and if Stellenbosch University 

subscribes to it), with one click: From the Kopernio website, you will first have 

to register and install the application for free.

https://kopernio.com/

https://kopernio.com/


Find Databases for your subject



Use Library guides



Find Databases for your subject



Basic Types of Search Strategy

• – Quick & easy search

• – Building blocks

• – Pearl-growing (or snow-balling)



Boolean Operators



Search Tips

Identify the concepts in your search

Use “AND” to combine search terms (less hits)

Use “OR”  for synonyms (more hits)

Use the  * (asterix)  for truncation.

Example : “south* africa*” will include all these 
words South Africa

Southern Africa

Southern African

South Africans

Use exact “phrase searching”



My example

The impact of genetically modified foods on our lives

Search terms: Genetically modified foods, 
GM foods, transgenic foods, food safety, 
risks, allergic reactions

(Genetically modified foods OR GM foods OR 
transgenic foods) AND (food safety OR risks 
OR allergic reactions)

Practical



Search Tips

Preliminary

general starting points, whatever strategy you choose:

– just think before you type

– make some conceptual analysis:

1. write your problem down in a sentence

2. Identify the  main keywords

3. which keyword is most vital (and which next)?

4. think about some proper search terms (other than those words 
jotted down already)

5. Compose a simple query using a few keywords

6. which search engines and databases ?



Quick & Easy Search Technique



Quick & Easy Search Technique



Quick & Easy Search Technique



Building Blocks Search Technique

The most widely used online searching strategy
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Pearl growing Search Technique

Begin with a specific document or document set that 
is known to be relevant (the “pearl”)

Use the characteristics of the “pearl” to successively 
grow a set of related documents: Use assigned index 
terms, title or text words, names, citations, 
publication data, or structural and statistical 
properties to formulate queries to retrieve 
subsequent sets.



Pearl growing Search Technique



Keeping up to date



Keeping up to date

Learn more about alerts/RSS feeds 
by clicking on the icon.



Create ALERTS : library Guide



Dankie
Thank you
Enkosi


