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who am I ?



what is a library?



information repository

books, but not only books



meeting of minds (great minds)

experts tend to flock to information 
sources



academic space  

students and researchers need places to work



help!

inexperienced knowledge workers 
need somewhere to go for advice

we also need to bridge the digital divide



but, recently the world changed...



in this new world 
it’s all about
knowledge



when say knowledge we 
mean information

data information knowledge



all this leads to incredible 
information consumption

information ubiquity



ubiquity /juˈbɪkwɪti/  (noun)

The state or quality of being, or appearing to    
be, everywhere at once;  actual or perceived omnipresence.



information ubiquity also 
means web 2.0 will very soon 
be web 3.0



information is gathered in a 
variety of ways

















[some slides redacted]



percentage of undergraduate 
USA students with Facebook profiles
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active Facebook profiles in the 
Stellenbosch network this morning



“Facebook owns your campus”

- Prof Fed Stutzman
An Evaluation of Identity Sharing in Social Network Communities
University of North Carolina



which lessons can 
we learn?



books are still relevant



books will exist in 
new forms







someone needs to co-ordinate
information flows



don‘t forget the clients

for many it doesn’t matter what is more accurate. 
It matters what is more available.



the space is imperative

physical space and
facilities



library services will also be 
delivered outside the library

access is the product
searching is key

computing & storage is irrelevant



elastic and cloud products 
completely transformed computing

processing power (EC2)

$0.10 per hour (R0.96)

storage space (S3)

$0.12 per GB/month (R1.16)



challenges

accessibility of technology

local relevance

funding

bandwidth bottleneck



in short...

the traditional library is doomed, but 
libraries are here to stay

in short...

the traditional library is doomed



questions?
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