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You have to know your ‘sources’
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Enter your email address to receive regular updates from BioMed Central
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|Clinical Trials

|Current Reports
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& Faculty of 1000

The Scientist

= Current Controlled
Trials

Faculty of 1000 wins award for innovation
Faculty of 1000 has won this year's ALPSP
award for publishing innovation - read the
press release for further information,

Download the BioMed Central toolbar

Cwur toolbar makes searching for scientific
information easy and a new version now
works with Metscape and Mozilla.

eHealth International launched
BioMed Central's latest new
journal eHeslth International was
launched at the eHealthzooz
Conference,

Nine new members

The recent decision of all nine sites of the
University of California to join our
institutional membership program will
enable 6000 researchers to submit
manuscripts to our journals, without
paving processing charges.

Searching PubMed by email
A new service allows scientists in
developing countries to access the full

Testing times ahead

Talk of the $£1000 genome comes as UK's
Human Genetics Commission consults on
gene testing.

California endorses stem cell research
Mew state law expected fo lure
researchers and business,

Gene hank opens for husiness
Wisconsin project will gather data for
linkage studies.

[fnore news]

Features

More than Money

Top salaries lure scientists, but a creative
workplace and the potential for fruitful
collaboration count, too.

Ribozymes: hearkening back to an RNA
world

Researchers illuminate the past and
brighten the future with advances in
diagnostics and therapeutics,

My BioMed Central

Publish your research

Start a new journal

Library information

Join BioMed Central

Institutional members

Pioneering authors
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More than 50% of all STM information
IS In the hands of only a few
publishers

Elsevier

KAP
(taken over by Candover )

Springer verlag
(for sale)

Wiley
Taylor & Francis




Universities and Libraries
want to pay less (or nothing)
for information

Open Archives Initiative

SPARC
ek

The OPEN onsortium
alable S itectul

(Sparc strives to return science
to the scientists)




Sally Morris

(Assoc.of Learned and Professional Science Publishers)

“The open Access 1nitiatives will undermine
existing journals without replacing them’

‘...the peer review process should not be
underestimated



Creatieve Science

The Late Sir Fred
Hoyle (1915-2001)

Biography

The late Sir Fred Hoyle, a world-
renowned astronomer, is
acknowledged to have heen one of
the most creative scientists of the
20th century. He has held the
position of Plumian Professor of
Astronomy at Cambridge
University, and was also the founder
of the Institute of Astronomy at
Cambridge. He was an Honorary
Fellow of hoth Emmanuel College
and St. John's College Cambridge
and an Honorary Professor at
Cardiff University of Wales.




Joao Mageuijo

T ““0 ¥ The Birthplace of Biotech

NewScientist com .
‘Peer review doesn’t mean anything.
The system has been disintegrating for years

haguelo finds it difficult to conceal his contempt for the reports
wiitten by referees that are at the heart of peer review. For him

they are "often empty of scientific content and reflect nothing but
the authors’ social standing, or their good or bad relations with
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The scientific Journal
wants to publish

the Author

wants exposure

The ‘User’

wants quality
and retrievability
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Win ¥in,

just found out about aiga thing *?
By the long time no see.

I was talking with Lauralee Albee
last night and she mentioned that
che is going to speek in Boston at
a three day Alga Design conference

in december and that you are going too.
The Conferense sounds interesting ?

Can you do me a favour and saend me
come information.

Hope to talk to you soon.
Jane
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22 CASEMIX, Volume 4, Numher 1, 31st March 2002
DEVELOPMENT OF A DRG ST3TEM FOR OUTPATIENT PROCEDUEES (NORDDRG-0)

Marts Fernscron

Centre for patient classification systems, The National board of health and welfare

3E-106 30 Stockholm, Sweden, e mail Mats.Fernstromfzos. se

This paper has been presented at the 17th PC3/E Conference in Brugge, Belgium, October 2001

SUMMARY

NordDEG iz a common DRG system for the Nordic countries, based on the HCFA DEG system.

DRGs are intended for grouping inpatients but some County Councils in Sweden are using DRG

also for grouping surgical outpatients, so called "day surgery™. The grouping then often leads to a
wvariety of conzervative DRGz who are meaningless for describing surgery and a need for a better

grouping system for these patients iz obvious. The Swedish Centre for patient classification systems

iz deweloping a DRG system (NordDRG-0) based on the logic of NordDRG but intended for "day

surgery™ and other outpatient procedures like endoscopies. The work is still in progress but the

paper presents the considerations during the development process. Jome of the main principles are

that all conserwvative groups and all complicated groups hawe been omitted resulting in a low

rmumber of groups. Approx. 45 new DRGs for endoscopies and minor procedures hawve heen

suggested. The new system will probably be available in the autumn Z002.

EEYWORDE: DRG, Classification, Procedures

BACKGROUND

NordDRG was dewveloped in the middle of the nineties as a common DRG systewm for the Nordic

countries, based on the HEFA DRG system.l DRGsS are intended for grouping inpatients but sone

County Councils in Jweden are using DRG also for grouping surgical outpatients, sometimes called "day
surgery™. The experience from 3weden is that NordDEG quite well describes "day surgery™ in S50-60

percent of the cases and that iz when the performed procedure iz an operating room procedure [(0OR). The
grouping then leads to the same surgical DEGs as for inpatients. In the rest of the so0 called "day surgery™
patients the procedures are minor and usually not significant as cost driwers in inpatient setting. Logically
they do not, and must not, affect the grouping of inpatients. Therefore, when NordDREG now is used for
outpatients, the grouping often leads to a wariety of conserwvative DRGs that are meaningless for

describing "day surgery”™. There iz obwiously a need for a better grouping system for these patients.

THE ATM OF THE PFROJECT

The aim of this project at the 3wedish Centre for patient classification systems (CPE) is to construct a
grouping system based on the logic of NordDRG but intended for "day surgery™, including minor

surgical procedures, and endoscopies, e.g. colonoscopy. Endoscopies are certainly not "surgery™ but they
often cost as much as a smaller operation and they are fredquent procedures in many clinics. The reason

way the work iz based on NordDREG iz twofold, firstly there i3 a strong recquest for following the
development ih surgery both in inpatient and outpatient settings, secondly the use of the standard
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Incorrect sedquencing of principal diagnosis code 255 2.7% 97.3%
Procedure code omitted per operatiwve report present 53 0.6% 99, 4%
Procedure code omitted, information unavailable at time of 10 0.1% 09.9%
coding

Unclear or insufficient physician documentation 417 4, 4% 0L. 6%
Phyzician disagrees with coding or sedquencing official o 0.0% 100, 0%
quidelines

Data entry error Z8 0,.3% o9, 7%

*CC= DEG-defined Cowplications or Comorbidities
Casemix Systems
3ince 1983, reimbursement for provision of inpatient medical care for certain types
of patientz (e.d., Medicare] in the United 3tatez haz been based on DRGs.
Subsequently, there has bheen an increased use of DRG2 az a reimbursement
mechanism by other payers as well, including managed care Organisations. Some
states mandate use of other casemix methodologies to risk adjust clinical data. 4 few
3y¥stens require data collection beyond the minimum Tniform Hospital Discharge

"Header

Data Set (UHDDS). Seweral multi-hospital Organisations, universities, and
researchers apply the automated wverzion of Disease 3taging to their UHDD3 data to

adjust for clinical patient factors. Warious other casemix methodologiez are used in
non-acute hospital settings.

Data Quality Issues

In the Thited States, there is great emphasis on correct coding. Clinical coding muast

be reliable, walid, complete, and timelyl3. Clinical data quality depends on the quality
of medical documentation. Complex clinical documentation, inexXperienced coding
personnel, and illegible handwritten medical record entries all contribute to

inaccurate classification. Errors in data, whether deliberate or accidental, hawe cost
payvers of healthcare serwices billions of dollars. 4 1996 study of coding accuracy by
the New Jersey Hospital Association is encouraging. Prewvious studies hawve shown
accuracy ratezs as low as §0-55%. The New Jersey study of 126 separate audits in 33
hospitals showed accuracy rates between 95% and 100% for specific coding

quidelines. Table 1 presents various the number and percent of error tTypes for the
1,706 coding errors found, and shows the calculated accuracy rates for the warious
coding guidelinesld, The U.3. federal gowvernment enacted the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act [(HIPAA) in 1996. Thiszs legizslation seeks to reduce
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Can | drive my bicycle from Ato B ?

Means of transport

Why don’t you take a taxi ?

There I1s a road over a mountain: 1780 m
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438 results

1. @& Evaluation of the Austrian DRG-system,

SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICE OF THE ALISTRIAN-DRG SYSTEM Compared to the classical DRG AR-DRG or
APR-DREG-system and their country specific modifications in the Austrian DRG-system the following differences
SEem

Location:  hitpaiivweses poge orglariclesindex asp?id=420- 17K
Found: DREG (48) PCSE (M

2. & ZIM: CW-Analyse AR-DRG 4

kostengewichtsentwicklung AR-DRG-Liste AlU-kostengewichte DRG-Kostenhomogenitat Plegeaufwand und
DRiGs Basiswissen AR-DRG DRG-Familie PCS-Buch Hinweise: Die Aufldsung der Grafiken ist beim Ausdruck
hesser.

Location:  httpoifwannyy fischerzim.chiartike WCW-AR4-Analyse-0203-DCR3 him - 1241
Found: DRG (56); PCEE (1), DRGS (129)

3. & FirstEuropean IR-DRG study

Atthis point the concept ofthe International Refined DRGs makes a start. This new DRG system of the third
generation performs the integration of various coding systems and thus the possible avoidance of

Location:  httpoitwanesy. pese orgfArticlesiindexasp?id=128 - 4k
Found: DRG(10); PCEE (10, DRGS (1)




Research questions and methods

The RASs may serve to identify streams of clienteles, predict health care costs, and analyze resource utilization. (1) These
mformations can be generated from cwrrent administrative medical billing and hogpital digcharges. They may serve as
mdicator(s) for planming, allocation of resources and resource utilization. (4). These two main modalities of use require
different approaches. The prospectrve model. Using baseline, or year 1, demographic and clinical data to infer the cost for
health care of year 2. The intended goal 15 progpective financing, and equitable allocation of resources. The concurrent or
retrogpective model. Using information of year 1 to predict resource use of year 1 and then comparing this with actual
resource utilization: the intended goal 1 mainly utilization review hospital efficiency indicators and medical profiling, but
financing may also be done with this model. not so differently than the same vear approach of the current DRG Medicare
and other payors systems m United States

The DRG and APC ::}:: ems uge procedures for surgical cases and diagnoses for medical cases : they represent the
fullfilled offer of services, not necessarily the real needs or approppriate ecquitable demand of services. The DRG system
has a prospective meaning only i the sense that payment 15 done prior to services. The RAS systems do not use, or uge
mimmally procedures to regroup 1n a specific group. They use mostly diagnoses and co-morbidities. Not relying on
services enable RASs to better estimate needs imdependant of services for sub-groups of population. This hypothesis 1
the main one to prove or digprove in thiz research project, az much as comparing of of the main comumercial tools
available. They may alzo improve acuity even if precizon may be lacking for equity and efficiency measurements, actions
and reallocation of resources (6.7 and 11).

Objectives and evaluation criteriae
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*)>" bibliotheek.nl

stel een vidag
mijn al@din
hersenkrakers
jeugd
informatie

al@din

Vraag het al@din

Wiellom bij al@din, de digitale vraagbaalgvan de openbare bibliotheken, U kunt uw wraag in het onderstaande wenster invullen. kKlil vooral eerst op 'Is mijn wraag al eerder
gesteld?', dan heeft u misschien al digg® antwoord. Wij proberen uw vraag binnen een werkdag te beantwoorden, via de e-mail. Lukt dit niet, dan krijgt u hiervan per e-rnail
bericht,

alles aver de achtergrond erkwijze van al@din vindt u onder de knop “informatie®”

Zuid Afrika
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*)>" bibliotheek.nl

stel een vidag
mijn al@din
hersenkrakers
jeugd
informatie

al@din

Vraag het al@din

Wiellom bij al@din, de digitale vraagbaak wan de openbare bibliotheken, U kunt uw wraag in het onderstaande wenster invullen. kKlilk vooral eerst op 'Is mijn wraag al eerder
gesteld?', dan heeft u misschien al direct antwoord. Wij proberen uw vraag binnen een werkdag te beantwoorden, via de e-mail. Lukt dit niet, dan krijgt u hiervan per e-rnail
bericht,

&lles over de achtergrond en werkwijze van al@din windt u onder de knop ‘informatie?”

Typ hier uw vraag

Zuid africa 4]

||

Waolgende ==

1. Wwaarom komen ten zuiden van de evenaar in Zuid-Amerika geen orkanen voor?

2. Wat is de hoofdstad van Zuid Afrika?

3. Ontgrinding in Zuid Limburg

4. Heeft u informatie over aardbevingen in Zuid-Limburg?

5. Kunt u mij ook zeggen wat de hoofdstad van Zuid-Afrika is: Kaapstad, Pretoria of Johannesburg?

6. VYanuit welke landen komen de toeristen naar Zuid-Limburg en waarom komen juist zij?

7. Wie waren de Commissarissen van de koning/koningin in Zuid-Holland 1840 - 1999 en in Utrecht 1814 - 1999 ?

o
A-
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Detail H Beschikbaarheid

The burglar in the library
A Bernie Rhodenbarr mystery

Lawrence Block

Wanneer een New Yorkse boekhandelaar in een luxe hotel op zoek gaat naar
een kostbaar boek vindt hij niet alleen het boek maar ook een lijk.

Oorspr. uitg.: 1997.

Gevonden: Library (1)

The body in the library

Ll

Agatha Christie
le dr.: 1962 Oorspr. uitg.: Londen Collins 1942,
Gevonden:  Library (1)

Sound library [Geluidsopname]

Di=c 1 bevat: Natuur; de elementen vogels wilde dieren etc. Disc 2 bevat:
Mensenmassa's; drukke plaatsen kinderen sport etc. Disc 3 bevat: Activiteiten;
industrie klokken huiselijke geluiden etc. Disc 4

Gevonden: Library (1)

The library of jazz standards [BLADMUZIEK]

Ronny S. Schiff

Met inl. en historisch overzicht in het Engels. Bevat 0.a.: Accent on youth All of
me Angel eyes Aren't you glad you're you Baby baby all the time. Voor zang en

pianc met gitaarakkoorden.
Gevonden: Library (1)

The library of flute classics [BLADMUZIEK]

Voor fluit en piano. Bevat o.a.: Arioso Quantz. The swan Saint-Saens. La
paloma Yradier. Cradle song Hauser. Serenade Haydn.
Gevonden:  Library (1)
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